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“TOP-SECRET IL MAY 1959 


1. <Ammounced United States national policy is that space 
should be utilised for peaceful purposes, 


3. CIA has been assigned responsibility for certain aspects 
of the progran primarily because of security. 


h. CIA has developed an effective administrative organisation 
to handle the security problem and covert Procurement, 


5. In keeping with the security arrangement, ARPA, within the 
Department of Defense, manages the Program, which appears to be an 
R&D project, in order to provide a logical security cover. 


Objectives Policy Guidance and pertaining to Recomaissance 
Satellites are attached as Incloma 1. 


7. The current sccurity policy is based on the situation 
expressed in a docurent dated 8 Dec 1958 Inclosurc 2, 


8. The decision to extend the current security policy 4s 
explained in !emorandum for the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
Subject: Approval of Fxtension of Project CORCIA dated 29 April 1959, 


2 ASUS IW TIED ATS Dorce sIOULN oA orm TI Proma: 


1. er ee Teer tly a military operation conducted by an 
‘ir Foree corrand, 


2. The followon Progran is Air Force fimded with the exception 


eee oF Gg << fro: DO emergency funds, 


3. Adr Forec is Principle user of aerial or satcllite 
reconnaissancc, ‘ajority of intelligence objectives are of Air Force 
mri ary interest, 


Declassified and Released by the NRO 
in Accordance with E. O. 12958 me ie os 
NOV 2¢ 190; 


on 


iataket= - 
re he &: 


he Air Force control of exploitation procedures and policies 
will insure maximum use of date by the principle consumer--Air Force 


a The precedent af CIA operation of DISCOVERER may have an 
effect on the future operation of SENTRY, 


REASONS WHY THE ATR FORCE SHOULD WOT TAKE OVER THE PROGRAM 
1. The decision paper directed the operation to continue in 


the same mamer, 


2. Security, at this tine is of the utmose importance from 
the political standpoint, A tranafer of responsibility during the 


Se There are few specific cases where CIA has operated to the 
detriment of the Air Force, Possible case could be the delay in 
obtaining security clearances, 


CONCLUS IONS 

1. The President has decided on the contimation of the progran 
under the present operating procedures, 

2e Any recommendation the Air Force makes to take over the 


Program will have to be of sufficient inportance to have the President 
change his mind. 


2. 
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3. In the event the Air Foree does take control from CIA, 
ARPA participation would probably eontime, 


he The program is operating effectively at this time, There 
is no indication at present that CIA participation is worlding to 
the detriment of the overall progran, 


5. The latest decision paper recognises the possibility of 
the CIA turning over control when security has been lessened, Reo 
consideration can be made in the future, 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That the Air Force does not attempt to take control of 
the program from CIA at this time. 


2. That aggressive planning for exploitation by the Air Force 


3. That the Air Force request complete control following any 
relaxation of the security policy. ; 


he That the Air Force obtain sufficient clearances for personnel 
engaged in SENTRY planning. 





